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Will the Doukhobour Mothers Slay Their Children? w

I Threat of Peter Verigin, Leader of Religious Sect from Russia ff ' 1I Noiv Established in Canada, Suggests Inconceivable 1 c J
Idea, Though His Followers Obey Him 1

Implicitly in All Things -- Why Mother Love IB '
"jC I

1 4MlSli'Jy 'J J'bfeWould Offset Fanaticism IS , 1
t T is natural that much interest aud curl-W- l

I oslty should he manifested as a result
of the Manly report which came out

LL of Canada recently that the leader of the

Doukhobours has suggested a plan to regis
ter protest against what the sect regards
as exoibltant taxation of their persons and
properties by the Canadian Government.

B The sufjfjrsird pUn i 1 tli ut all the in'- -

H tlrcn of the sett undo) fht aye of 10 and
all the aged and Infirm be droicncd in the

rivers of Manitoba.
And this leader- - Peter Verigin by name

is all powerful in the tribe He has never
been disobeyed. He has given warning to

the Canadian Government that unless some

relief were effected to relieve the pressure
of taxation it would be necessary for all
those except the and able
bodied to be destroyed; and there is no

reason to doubt that the promise is no
mere threat made as a bluff or for sensa-tiou.i-

motives.

The Doukhobour are a Russian religious
pert, by fanatical, which,

ailer being persecuted for almost two
in Russia, sought refuge in Canada

and settled in Manitoba There was

trouble when tlie whole 9,000 of

them refused to recognize the King of
England.

They arc a serious, worshipful lot. Their
W leader can do no wrong. It is believed in

some quarters even official quarters that
the children and the aged would certainly
be slain if Verigin should give the word

fl And if ho should say to the mothers of the
H sect: "Go, drown your children in the
fl rivers," no Government, no soldiers, no

ulterior or personal force could prevent

H' Mother Love Might Save,
For Instinct Is Strongest

But there is perhaps some unseen power
that would save the lives of the Doukbo--
bour babies. That saving power would be
mother love, it is not conceivable that the

m mothers of children could have at any time
in the ages marched in solemn, purposeful
columns down to the banks of the streams
that rush through their domain, in Alberta,
Saskatchewan, Manitoba and British

leading their children or carrying
them in arms, to push them down into the
swift current. Nor is it conceivable that

m the Doukhobour mothers would calmly
heed the command of Verigin were he to

But they might: even tho Inconceivable
sometimes comes to pass.

Religion is a powerful impetus; rellg
luiis fanaticism if it bo fanaticism is a
hurtling impulse that is not fleeting. They

m call themselves descendants of AoVabam
H and did not Abraham take IBMC out to sac- -

riflce him on the mountain top? And
would he not ha e oftc, d tho body of Ia;

Hl up as a sacrifice had not tho voice from
the burning bush deterred him? Theology
holds that none but the hand of God could
have deterred Abraham

Peter Verigin, known affectionately to his
brothers of the Doukhobours as "Petuish--

ka," is the breath aud voice and emhodi-men- t

of the Omnipotent to them. He mu'--t

be obeyed. It would be to them as the
ery voire of God were he to command that

the puerile and the Infirm be killed, so that
the strong might tart out on their jour- -

neying unincumbered, to preach to the
fl world tho coming of "The Day of Judg- -

ment."
That is what they plan to do in case

lr Is found "expedient" to destroy the
young and the feeble aged. They

Hi believe firmly that the pay ot Judgment ll
HJ In the offing. It Is not far away, they gay,
H and they want to warn the world that it

may assemble itself and prepare for the
crent purging.

That U their justification for the
that the children and the infirm be

put to death that it is their call to go out
and preach dire warnings to the world.

Abraham's Case Different
Because He Was a Man

b Rut would tho mothers kill their off- -

spring? Could they? Many things that
H border upon the impossible are concelv- -

able, but is such a circumstance Scarcely.
It ts as inconceivable as is a mother's love.

B None can comprehend the love of a mother
for her child. It la greater than her love

K Even Verigin himself, it appear Is no!
B h certain that the mothers would obey

H hit orders as he has been alwavs in the
Hj past. He has Said to outsiders that his

H lommand, if iuurd, would be for "obedi- -

B ( n e in principle only" that he would
Hj sk the mothers to elay their chilu-e- n

' theoretically."
Perhaps this If what be means. But

1 there are some who believe he may itsue
the dread order In all seriousness.

H Abraham undoubtedly would have eon- -

H uounated the BUCrUce of Iaac. his aon.
If the voice had not come from the burning

H buah and the lentil appeured. Rut Abra

ham was a man. A mother could not and
would not have gone so far as Abraham
went. Tt cannot be accounted possible that
the mother of Isaac would have sacrificed

i r son, even at the cost of her own salva-
tion.

No, "Petuishka" has never been diso-

beyed. His word is the additional com-

mandment. He believes firmly that he
ould be obeyed should he give this order

that the children and aged be done away
with and that the long journeying be be-

gun to forewarn of the Day of Reckoning
But if he gives the order there is the

strong possibility that he would Le dis-
obeyed. Mothers are strong in the love of
their children and weak in their cleaving
to doctrine or creed or command which
would take their little ones from them.
Records of all tunes In the kept memo
riel of mankind and the legends prove that
no love is so fine, so deep, so great, so en-
during, as the love of a mother for her
child.

The report of the suggested plan of
"Petnlshka" has not been taken seriouslv
by a great many who have had their
curiosity excited by it. And yet the re-
port is true. And on the word of one
who has lived with the Doukhobour?.
"there is not much doubt that anything
Yeripin want.-- : bis followers to do thef
will do. even if it should be the slaying
ot their own children or
of the entire sect."
What Doukhobour Means:

Literally 'Spirit Fighter'
The woid "Doukhobour " means "spirtlighter" 'warrior for the Holy Ghost "

The sect first appeared in Russia some two
hundred yeurs ago. To.be more exact (he
sect first was known in the year 1733 It
was formed In a Russian who had beet,
undei the influence of a foreigner of O-
bscure origin said to have been a Quake- -

win, had escaped from Siberia and livedsecretly In the domain of the Government
of Kharkoff.

The tenets of the faith even now beara faint trace of kinship to the Qiial erreligion, but the present day Doukhoboureregard the Quakers as neither better nor
I orso than others who assent to an out-bid- e

creed.
They regard themselves as God's peopleas the chosen people. Thev trace theirorigin through David. King of Israel, backto Abel, son of Adam, who was killed byhis brother Cain, according to the Serin-ture-

The truest among the Doukhobours i8 theleader. He inherits his leadership fromus parents He is the ".on of God." Heh the "living cod" himself. Whatever theleader soys is "the word of God." Whathe does is "the act of God "
In spite of the fact that thev trace theirHneage through David ami Abraham toAbel, eon of Adam, and in spite of the factthe that .Scriptural, the rOUkhoh.do not take the Scriptures as we have then,Through the ages and through their electedisolation they have lost the Bible vdoubt they had it or a part of at theinception of their fa,,,, But there areot them who can read now. Thev idapart to themselves, and certain fragmentsOf what might have at one time

tlons of the Scriptures live in ,h, r
POr'

orie. These fragment, inc.usi
o the of David,rm. are m

A story Illustrating their ignorane
Scripture is that of Verigin
Siberia to hi, people in the RJ
Banished to Siberia.

Bui Still Wouldn't YieM
Mack In.the eighties, soon atter Ver,Biubecame tho accepted leader of the Doukhobours, he began to preach the abolitionof private property. That was durin- - thvperiod ot the sect s greatest prosperity inRussia, and when some of the capital iamong his followers called the attention ofczar Nicholas to the preachments of Veri-gin the monarch was only too glad to bterfere. and the result was that Verigiu

was banished to Siberia.
But Verigiu would not yield; his power-fu- lwill, his iuordinate ambition to ruleonly chafed and increased In his confine-

ment It was from Siberia that he urgedhis followers to carry on. despite the perse-
cutions at the hands of the Government
tie wrote them letters-t-or he can read and
write While in Siberia he was SOOUSlomed
to copy tuo Epistle of Paul and send them
home to the Doukhobours as hia own mea-page-

They never detected this plagiarism
because of their illiteracy end because
Veiigiu does not alio v them to read the
New Testament.

During their days In Ruvia the Doukho-
bours were slmoat constantly persecute-- !

The Government and the church droe
them from place to place, hanlsbed their
leaders and killed many of them. It was
only during the reign of Alexander I that
tliey were happy and prosperous. Prom
li.'l to 1S1D they lived on the fertile bank

of the

(

Itheir lands and emigrate to the Caucasus. ' v
The Doukhobours cherish the memory of ,

"
- I

Czar Alexander He was the only Czar
they recognized. They believe that he him- - r . l:$ 'l'sk 4$ff 1
self was a Doukhobour. that be died not on j ' v Wmi Wm

the throne but eecaped from his court and ;
C K $ir '

lived the last days of hie life anion u ' '
members of the sect. Later, according to '' 1

vV'lI mm
tills legend, he was takeu by tho Quakers '". (T'--

' '' ffi '

; i
to England and then to America. , v ' iV

They recognize no Governments, but 'C1' SftKSw .m&ft'i iiV X m 'S ithev do not preach against them. The) JLLV Hh K x " J
onb' seek not to be interfered with. Their '

, mfc"
'' ''''Bm. "w.- - jl ffiafel' !S Y t Iopinion of Governments they express as : jm?"' ' "f L! c" I

It is not our affair liow a merchant in y 7 JW 0
4B

f
T. "j Ia neighboring town manages his business. Jw M'mmmmmMBiatKimitA Vtf W fJakT 4 ILet him manage as he knows how as long 'I ' ' : ,

'"''-'"- . J . rrd Ias hr sells honesty. He Is for himself f --
" Wi f k, M v .'vHl'S H

and we are for ourselves. But it he begin ;.'.,' ff . I y'-
-. i ! v ' li H

to fool us and steal from us. to lie and, "
.

X''-
- ..

Violence is the great antipathcth quality ? Bpjij, ff!KMiB ' f' Ito their creed. They ilo not believe in a r. 'f ELHSbT'- - ivs MM
After Verigin was banished to 3iberia Czar vv( M
.Nicholas forced many or his followers into t j

'

tj 1 C W j JjT
'

the military service. Verigin's mes.--. 'p. jjj , f( Ifrom Siberia urged all DOukhobours to

7kl nt ... "The Massacre of the Innocents,"

, - l from a taPestry by Raphael of Ur- -f iM r h ' mi
'

0"

hu y n 'lor'- - th o Dltloo of the'
WL t't :

' V ' . '..' tai state b the mei tSS I tit ' Vwy-v'- ' - uth.ieut bond.

Doukhobou.
j f '.'. village in

Canada with

' Fvltf-- ' tome of the

endangered

children.

I I I I I At left ii

ff.'7'-,- ' "' ,
4

' Peter Verigin,

fiK, I .' ect leader.

v W and
Mi - - -

- I V I Chcrtokoff.

fidnt
' '

W 25- - of Count

Leo ToUtoi-

desert from the armv and many of tbem
aid.

"hen the Canadian Government began
to cheek up on its man power for employ-
ment In the world war it counted the
Doukhobour men of military age available.
Rut the Doukhobours did not so consider
themselves. They protested violently and
after a great deal of trouble they won on
the ground of religion.

From Siberia Verigin orderedfcl3 fol-

lowers to emigrate from Russia. He gave
his orders in detail and every order was
carried out to the letter by the Doukho-
bours. In obeying him they went through
in on etvable hardship floggings, iraprls-onment-

court-martial- s but the point Is
that tbey did obey. They deserted from the
army a he bad told them, and they as-

sembled and prepared for the Journey to
the "promised land."

After leaving Russia they settled In the
of Cpruf. wbrre they remained

a good many years, .but the el una to was not
favorable to them and tbey asked Verigiu a

permission to find some new home. H

eent his permission from bleak Siberia, am

In the late '90s tbey started the exodu

from Cyprus which resulted In the settle

ment in Canada.
Some time later Vcrlslu Joined hia flock-af- ter

bo had ben returned from Siberia

and was allowed to leave Russia He hai

enemies in his flock. They character
him a man with an ambition like that o:

Alexander the Great. They say ho pur
posefully made hia followers emigrate, be

lieving that they would be much easier tc

rule in a strange setting. He was probabl)
right, for Verigiu is all powerful now.

I'pou arriving in Canada VOrbjln com
plainly abolished private property amonf
his followers. Kvcrylhlng is done for the
common good, it Is the ideal Communist
state. BuU the lands, the buildings, the
fnrnishlaga, aU property. Is acquired In

the name of Verigin and Is virtually hli
own.

It was back in the '&0s when the star
of Verifin began to glow on the Dou

Jihobour sky. The s" t was then ruled by

an old, illiterate but very wise woman,

Lukeria Vasillcvna.
Verigin was young, ery haudbome, ex-

ceptionally clever, forceful and ambitious.
He set out to put himself in favor aitfa
Lukeria VasfUevua. He was hound to sin
cced. and before very loug hia influence
was so strong with the old woman that abo
oid not make any effort to deny the rumor,
which was evidently started ly VerTgln

himself, that ho was the unannounced con
of herself and her husband. The majority
of the Doukhobours readily believed the
truth of the rumor, and when Lukerie Vaa-lllev- ns

died they accepted Verigin as their
UlWfUl leader.

A Russian Journalist who lived for sev-

eral years among tho Doukhobours de-

scribes Verigin;
"Verigin i9 a born leader. Tall and phys-ball- y

very strong, he has uuu-ua- l mental
abilities; clever, forceful aud possessing a

- rtrong will to rule and dominate, lie is
1 not a fanatic. He never says that bo fa

9 the 'living God,' but he has not tho least
objection If the Doukhobours beliero him
so.

Although he owns practically every-
thing in the Commune, be is not Interested

i in amassing rlc-be- for himself. One tlmo
i he was accustomed to dress richly and to

take a great interest lo horse racing th,e
is a great admirer of horses and once

turned me a borse for which he paid
$3,000). He was very fond ot pretty women

- and everywhere ho would go s bevy of
i beautiful girls would follow him.

The Doukhobours did not object to their
leader llvlriK iu b a life. If Petnlshka

. does It, tt Is right; for 'Petuishka' can do
no wrong."

i Thl same journalist tells how Verigin
; on one occasion took WO of bis flock down
i the river to baptlxe them. But before
i lie allowed tbem to go down into the water

. ordered that tbev give all the money

thev hd with tbem to bis niece, who stood
' ready to hold if. They did. and they never

received it back. But it was rlsht; for

Even the Sabine Women LM

Could Not Have Done It Lm

The Sabine women, religious fanatics Lm
they were, would perhaps have uever

been able to throw their children over the
' u" " 11 the divine thunderbolt

when ih,. command went out to destroy iB
b, , ,,,,.h.

babes to their heart and concealed themIn tho most obscuro and impenetrable
placea so that the Roman soldiers mlisht mU

them. Loyal women of tho
wuu,t ""her hues beenHl themselves than to have bad hair Hof th3 hed of any of their babes mW

' " "IS Doukhoi' M- ' ' --UCl, that would tend to make" 1if more eonoeltablo that mW
ibelr , .hMdreTr

"'" R"laii revolution have Htremendoue Impraaslon on them Saro extremely radical-polit- ical iHmorally. They believe thai tT H
i: Dry'r r-- ' I'I. rap.d.y aptiro.ch,ng .rT Hparing themselves for its comlnr

ey Pf HThey ore
Some sav ,hat th.y1 n. Z7 IBHng ln this state Tu Hthe ;US2SWill they refuse to obey bin, wt iHorders and however horrihui tevr hl LB

l 'y M
n and their aged ifi by

to begin the Journeying to preach th I
Indeed there i. no denying LM

dence points l a lnl!Jtor d,"' tb vi- - LM
But there may be somethTn?"! Hweighs the reasonableness of thiZil ut' iHpesnthls that two thoussnej moSTl Is 11

mareh Stoleelly down to lbVn?'' Iruh.ng. roaring river and oft thJ mM
dren as sscrlflres to a varil

'

, ch"
i (Lgmern of th.. mtnc of th2?! b,rU mmU
consoler"-th- eir "lWlnS God"' ""bly

Is scarcely conceivable.
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